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Creates an Early Childhood Task Force to review Oklahoma’s early childhood governance and recommend a structure to improve access, coordination, and delivery of high-quality services.

	Early Childhood (EC) 
	  Governance 

	OK Statistics 
·  50th in Education Among States (2025) 
· 47th Maternal and Child Health
· 41st Infant Mortality 7.1 -7.3 per 1000 live births (2025) 
·  50th Child Abuse for ages 0-3 (2025) 
· 46th in Child Well Being (Kids Count Data 2025) 
· 79% of young children considered high risk of being unprepared for kindergarten  
   Why Early Childhood?
· Ages 0–5 are critical for child development, with 90% of brain growth occurring during this period.
· High-quality early education and care improve academic attainment; reduce special education needs and enhance overall child well-being.
· Improving early childhood systems supports school success, workforce development, and long-term economic growth in Oklahoma.
	Why Better EC Governance is Needed
· Reduced Fragmentation = Better Delivery 
· Streamlined administration enables better coordination of early learning curricula and assessment; professional development; ultimately improved school readiness.
· Integrated Data System -  one unique identifier per child across all services; provides ability to link and share data; identification of programs or investments generating desired results. 
· Allows for creation of a statewide strategy for improving health, wellness, childcare and early education of OK children. 
      Current OK EC Governance 
· Decentralized delivery results in duplication of efforts and resources.
· Lack of integrated data system between state departments, agencies and communities. 
· System is Agency Centric not Child Centric or Education Driven

	Coalition Supporting EC HB 1979 
Central Early Childhood Consortium
Lead Learn Live
YMCA of Greater OKC
 Healthy Children Healthy Communities
 Foster Care and Adoptive Association of OK
 OK Chapter American Academy of Pediatrics
OK Child Care Association
 OK Association Education of Young Children
 OK Association Infant Mental Health
OK Institute Child Advocacy
 Parent Child Center Tulsa
 Parent Promise 
More Information Contact: Cmac17@gmail.com        (405) 747-7599 
	Current US States EC Governance  
· Twenty-Six (26) states have established some type of EC Governance consolidation to achieve: Stronger coordination between early childhood programs; Improve access for families;  Efficient use of state and community resources; Enhance school success

· LOFT report on Early Childhood Programs,  recommends: Oklahoma streamline early childhood investments and improve efficiencies  through a unified structure;  Establish an entity that has the authority to create and implement a statewide strategy to improve child well-being and early education. 



